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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's RCE filed on 12/22/2005. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-15 are pending. Claims 2 and 16-35 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Conklin etal (U.S. Pat. No. 6,141,653) and Cole et al US 2002/0161707 A1 in view of 
Barker et al (U.S. Pat. No. 5,931,916). 

As per claims 1, 3, 4, 6-9, and 1 1-35 Conklin substantially discloses a multivariate 
negotiations engine for iterative bargaining which enables a sponsor to create and 
administer a community between participants such as buyers and sellers having similar 
interests, the system comprising: 

A user input module configured to operate on a first computer station located at a first 
location and communicate with a database (see., abstract, figs 1a, 1b, and 1n, col 17, 
lines 13-67, col 18, lines 1-67, col 19, lines 1-67, col 20, lines 1-67, col 21, lines 1-57); 
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Said user input module being further configured to receive an input from one of plurality 
of users (see., abstract, figs 1a, 1b, and 1n, col 17, lines 13-67, col 18, lines 1-67, col 19, 
lines 1-67, col 20, lines 1-67, col 21, lines 1-57); 

A sale negotiation module configured to communicate with the database, and achieve a 
sale price for the item (see., col 8, lines 49-62); 

A generator module configured to request and provide a readable medium to the user at 
the first location and to communicate with the database (see., abstract, figs 1a, 1b, and 
1n, col 17, lines 13-67, col 18, lines 1-67, col 19, lines 1-67, col 20, lines 1-67, col 21, 
lines 1-57); 

Said medium including computer readable codes matched to the input (see., abstract, 
col 7, lines 59-64, specifically electronic signature or certificate, it obvious to realize that 
figs 1a-1n can also include a scanner ). Conklin fails to explicitly disclose wherein said 
tracking the delivery item. However, Cole discloses a system/method for tracking an 
item using FEDEX. Once a seller 14 enters an input that the item was shipped by 
FEDEX with the tracking number which FEDEX provides the shipper, the system 
actually goes to FEDEX on an automated basis on a regular schedule and 
requests the status of the shipment from FEDEX. FEDEX automatically provides 
this information to the system, and a report of the status is made available to 
both buyer 12 and seller 14 (see., abstract, 26 [0202] - [0204]. 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the multivariate negotiations of Conklin by including the 
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limitation detailed above as taught by Cole because this would allow seller and buyer to 
track the delivery of an item. 

Conklin and Cole fail to disclose the limitation wherein said module configured to 
request and provide to the user within a maximum period. Barker discloses a method 
for retransmitting data to a destination. A RDP module forwards any confirmation of 
delivery of a datagram to a user at a maximum time (see., col 7, lines 43-67, col 9, lines 
22-45). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Conklin and Loeb by including the 
limitation detailed as taught by Barker because this would indicate when there is an 
error in the communication attempt at a particular destination. 

As per claim 2, Conklin discloses the claimed limitation wherein said a receiver input 
module accessible at a second location and configured to communicate with the 
database, said receiver input module being further configured to produce a delivery 
indicator (see., abstract, figs 1a,1b, and 1n, 17, lines 13-67, col 18, lines 1-67, col 19, 
lines 1-67, col 20, lines 1-67, col 21, lines 1-57). 

As per claim 5, Conklin discloses the claimed limitation wherein said medium being 
stored in the record (abstract, figs 1a,1b, and 1n, col 17, lines 13-67, col 18, lines 1-67, 
col 19, lines 1-67, col 20, lines 1-67, col 21, lines 1-57). 
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As per claim 10, Conklin discloses the claimed limitation wherein said network 
comprising a plurality of interconnected networks hosting a plurality of computer work- 
stations (see., figs 1a-1n). 

RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 

5. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are moot in view of 
new ground (s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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